Name: Gareth Jones
Position Standing for: Treasurer
Statement:

I believe that thriving societies are key to enhancing both the experience of students during their time studying at the Open University as well as enhancing their skillset, ready for the next step on their chosen pathway. This is only possible with if supported by a dedicated committee with the required knowledge/experience. Building on the work done by the outgoing committee, whom have my greatest thanks, I will set out why I believe I am the right person for the role.
 
As a current member of the Student Leadership Team at the OU Students Association as the elected representative for both Business and Law, I am well aware of the formal requirements that need to be followed to ensure continued compliance and affiliation with the Students Association. This has given me a substantial foundation in which I would be able to hit the ground running if elected. Also, having relationships with those in the Students Association will allow me to better guide the committee where any issues arise, stopping any problems before they become substantial problems.
 
As the representative for Business and Law, the attendance of formal meetings, including committee meetings, has become almost second nature to myself. This means that I can approach any appropriate meetings with the requisite professionality gained from my experience. My experience of attending meetings with members of the faculty, and through the development of professional relationships, has given me some key contacts within the Law School that have potential to benefit the Law Society where an opportunity arises.
 
Outside of the OU, I am also a governor at the primary school attended by my two children. This has given me additional experience in a formal governance role as well as sitting on committees. As part of my role as a governor, I currently sit on the finance committee. This involves considerable work with the budget setting of the school, ensuring that the money involved is spent in the most appropriate manner whilst exercising financial prudence.
 
I see the role of a treasurer to be of vital importance to the continuation of the OU Law Society. I key balance needs to be struck between remaining prudent to the ongoing running of the society and ensuring that sufficient financial resources remain to allow that to occur, with the appropriation of sufficient resources to fulfil the aims and objects of the Law Society and its members. I feel that I have demonstrated the required skills, experience and professionality in this election statement, and I would like to thank anyone who has taken the time to read this, and hopefully vote, for doing so.

